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life. The trend of recent land revenue legislation has been to improve his worldly position by a statutory recognition of his remuneration for the collection of land revenue. The permission to wear a sword, in exemption from the Arms Act, adds to the dignity of his status. All these appear to be little matters to outsiders, but they are most important for the well-ordered government of a village.
The structure of rural society has generally rested on authority., while towns of healthy growth have generally identified themselves with new ideas and a spirit of restless independence. A happy balance between these two tendencies is necessary for the well-being of society, and this balance is in danger of being upset by an invasion of disruptive ideas. It must not be supposed that Indian villages are impervious to modern tendencies, or that the siren voice of the towns will always call to them in vain. The question to which all who are interested in the welfare of the country have to address themselves is of a different nature. Will the twentieth century spirit completely destroy village institutions, or will they, under the stress of modern conditions, evolve themselves to some form different from its historic type, but not alien to the habits and ideals of the people?
Destruction is impossible. The village has stood many a shock in history from the most ancient times, and to-day, in spite of its con-